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Session Description:


Most theories of globalization in Sociology focus primarily on innovation that, they posit, moves between nodes, leaving out the ‘places in between’. The resulting ‘urban’ bias ignores the strong staples base of much global trade, and the extent to which non-urban areas and resource based communities and regions also become integrated into the global economy and society. 


The proposed session, seeks to examine the ways in which non-metropolitan regions and communities in Canada, Russia and elsewhere, become influenced socially, economically, culturally and politically by globalizing influences. Focus will be on: (1) the transformation of a staples economy and society, with a particular focus on the role of state (2) local community and entrepreneurial responses to globalization processes; and, (3) the ways in which globalizing influences are transforming the society, economy and culture of non-metropolitan communities and regions. While the focus of the session will be on Canada and Russia, papers addressing similar processes in other countries will also be welcomed. 

